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nature possess them in different degrees, yet all possess
them in some degree ; and also that they require develop-
ment by external influences. Further, it is possible that
in the absence of such influences they do not die but
remain within the man undiscovered and dormant. Ac-
cordingly, though it is quite true that where virtuous
impulses are not active virtue cannot live, yet it is by no
means certain that where such impulses are not active
they do not exist, and may not, by the application of
some influence, be roused into activity.
But, answers the world, the better impulses do sooner
or later die of this torpor. It is true that they do not
die at once, and there is a considerable period during
which repentance is possible. But it never lasts longer
than youth : this is the flexible and elastic time. "Upon
the young try all your methods of conversion and re-
generation ; but when youth is over, in middle age, when
physical growth has ceased, when life has been explored,
when habit has become as powerful as nature, when no
new idea is welcome and few new ideas are intelligible,
when a man's character is understood by his neighbours,
and any change in his conduct would excite their surprise
and disturb their calculations, when all things concur to
produce uniformity and to prescribe an unchangeable
routine both of thought and action,—in this stage moral
disease is incurable, repentance impossible.
Again, there is much truth in this. It is an easy thing
to bring the tears of repentance to the eyes of a boy; we
see the most striking changes pass upon the whole life,
and mode of thinking of young men; but the period of
experiments, the noviciate, expires, and the vicious habits
of middle life resist, for the most part, the contagion of

